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‘proceed by the like Method. The 1? at thei 
firft fetting out, kept a low and open Pale both in Civil 
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Quam volumus licet ipft nos amemus, tamen nec numero Hifpanos, nec robore 
Gallos, nee calliditate Pwnos, nec artibus Grecos, nec deniq; hoe rp{o kujus 
gentis ac terre domeftico nativog, fenfu Italos ipfos ac Latinos, fed pietate 
ac religione, atq, bac wra fapientia, quod Deornst inmortalinm numine 
omnia regi gubernariq; per|peximus, omnes gentes nationelq; fuperavinns. 


Cicero. 





HEN the Whizs had the Direstion of 
every thing, and were hard at work 
to ereét their Babel; rather than waut 
Hands, they call’d in all Nations and 
Langiriges to their Afliftance. Nuife 

and Numbers were al they had to sely upon; in a 
Caufe, whofe Goodnefs was nothing elie bur Power, 
and whofe Rights depended entirely on Pofleflion. 
What the Jens expected, they faw fuinll’d and accom- 

lith’'d ; and the Effence of their Obri/fianity contifted 
in Pomp and Dominion. Hence it was, that all Orders 
and Seéts of Men were welcome to their Banners; and 
upon Condition they might Lead, they cared not of 
how many, nor of what forts of People, their Troops 
were compofed. Mahomet, as able a Strate-Founder as 
Solon or Lycurgus, is faid to have taken the very fame 
Meafures. He jumbled three or four Religions toge- 
ther, the better to oblige and draw in the moft Igno- 
rant and Vicious of each; out of which he compiled 
his Alchoran, and thereby got together a confiderabie 
Number of Followers. Wifer and better Governments 
hb, at their 





and Religions Matters, allowing great Liberties in their 
Country ; whereby they became a Refuge and Sanétuary 
for all the uneafy difcontented People of their Neigh- 
bourhood: And hence the Provinces were fo vaitly 
overftock’d on the fudden, that they were forced to 
open a Vent by Navigation. According as thefe Steps 
are attended with Succefs, the Rabble, who are more 
dazzled with that vifible Argument, than with any in- 
trinfick Notions of Right and Good, which lie further 
out of their way, would naturally flow in, and fwell the 
Stream toa prodigious height, bearing all down before 
it. Of this we have a remarkable Inftance in a late In- 
cident, of which fome Account hath been given in the 
Dai'y Cowrant ; Where we are told, that fome Jnfidel 
Tartar: have been converted and baptized into the Re- 
ligion of the Czar, upo this Principle ; That his God 
muft certainly be the {rue God, becaufe he has made 
him fo Great and Vi@orious, and given him fuch ama- 
zing Succefs againft his Enemics. but after all, we 
mult obferve further, that thofe Politick Powers and 
States, which have rifen. this'way, we the moft Arbi- 
trary, when once they come to be eftablithd : Becaufe 
having a Sett of Subjects to deal with, of fuch mix d 
Tempers, fo abounding in variety of Sentiments, and 
fo loofe and unftable with refpect to Religion and Go- 
vernment ; whatever in either kind ‘they think fit to 
take into a Law, muft be firiftly obierved and fireng- 
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then'd with fevere Penalties, left the Society or Body 
Politics thould fall to pieces, the fame way by which 
it was at ficit torm’d and knit together. 

The Rife and Original of Whigarchy, with all rhe 
Calbala and Archana of its Adminifiration and Govern- 
ment, may be refolved into the very fume Mixims and 
Elements. They made large Juviranions, and open'd 
their Arms to all Comers, that their Ovzota might be 
full, andy their Magazine of Power well flor'd. The 
Dutchman, Frenchman, Swift, and Palatine, were ad- 
mitted: for Britons upon their very firt Landing ; and 
every Body, who only vificed, was prefently of the Fa- 
mily. The invaluable Birthright became an eafier Pur- 
chafe than a Pound of Tubacco ; and Oceafional Conf or- 
mi.y was allaw'd to be as good Dostrine in Mature a¢ 
in Re'igiow. But in this laft Cafe, much greater Freg- 
dom was given and taken, than in Matters purely Tem- 
poral. Not only the Dijenter of each Seét, but the 
Soctnian, Deiff, Libertine, and No Papijt, were brought 
within the Pale, and muft be ufed tender'y ; a word, 
that often fignify'd being in high Favour ; whence they 
took occafion to boaft of their large and noble Notions 
of Chriftimity. Even the Fews were fo fur regarded, as 
if they intended to form them into a Settlement, out 
of pure Spite to the Prophecies : And the Athei/}, under 
the fofier Name of Free-Thinker, had a confiderable 
Station given him in that World, upon which was his 
only Dependence. Thus they grew and multiplied 
firangely, by the moft monflrous and unnatural Mix 
tures ; and if they got a Hand or a Voice, no matter 
what became of the Conjfcience. Their aim was Legion, 
and their Numbers were to be compleated, withour con 
fidering where they were Raifed, or whom they Lite: 
“Iwas not a Church, but a Mpurity, winch they m 
tended to Plane and Propagate: And becaufe thei: 
greateft Harveft was pleuty of Corruptions, therefor: 
their attempting to Corrupt the Churth, was a fpeciai 
Favour and Kindnefs; fince they thereby defign’d 5, 
bring Her into Play; and to fer Her in the way to 
Preferment. But when once the Day was their own, 
when they had gain’d all rheir Points, and began to 
take a Survey of their Forces, in order to form them 
into a Standing Army ; ven, tho’ the Banner of Libery 
was ftill hung out, to inveigle Strangers and Deferter:, 
yet a good deal of Arbitrary Power was requifite, tu 
awe and difcipline their Veterans, and thereby keep 
them firm to the Caufe: And tho’ they allow’d ci 
never fo wide a Latitude in Government and Religion, 
yct they were as firict and fevere as pothble with see! 
to Party. So that no Chrifian was Jifpented with, bur 
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who would Jav ovt all his Zeal for the Why; 
Subjcét could only Rebel and Mutiny againft his Mo 


piflive Vall] to Fudtion. 

This Scheme might probably have lafied fome time 
Jonger dian it did, if they had not gone off from fome 
of their beft and oldef{ Maxims. They did not keep 
clo to the Level, bur play’d Topfy-Turvy in too Vio- 
lent and Partial a manner. The pureft Religion was 
Joweft in their Favour ; and as you afcended, iil you 
found a more dangerous Se& ftanding higheft in their 
good Graces; the very beft Recommendation being 
an habitual Indifference for all Religion whatever. 
Then befides, they difplay'd their Arbitrary Power in 
the wrong Place: And as they favour that mof, 
which was leaft Tolerable; fo they fell to Perfecuting 
thar, which had a much better Right than mere Tolera- 
tim. A tew faite Steps of this Sort threw them head- 
long, and hafien’d their Ruin : And now they are down, 
they would fain Reform whatever Errors they have 
tound by Experience to be Unfaccefstul. The feveral 
Seets. which courted only their Sunthine, they pretend 
to difcard our of Principle; and had rather Leave, 
than be Lott by them. When they were Uppermott, 
their Numbers kept one another in Countenance, and 
outfic'd their Corruptions: But they dare not be quite 
fo Scandalous now they are fallen; and therefore they 
give themfelyes an Air, as if thefe People followd 
them whiether they would or no; that with much ado 
they have at lengrh theken them off ; and the better to 
recommend themfelves once more to the World, they 
tuke up with a few Pretenfions to Party. 

He::ce it is that they are now all for the Church ; and 
Joudiy proclaim. that they mean the Cdarch of England, 
Moft of ther Writings of late have been feemingly 
Sancify'd with this Subject. They fay, the Church has 
xl} along been out of the Difpure between the Oid 
M yandthe New. Mr.& > calls it the By word. 
Some of them carry thei: Zeal fo far as to Recsiminare, 
by throwing the odious Name of Nor Convert at their 
Adverfaries Heads. But all confpire to declare for the 
Charch, tho’ they do it in fomewhat a lower Tone and 
Accent than their Neighbours: And a after all, 
a yood many of rhem have (according to the Example 
of one of their Paltors) a Referve lying by them in this 
Cafes which is to come forth at a proper Seafon, and 
make their Peace with their Od Friends. Perhaps they 
mean by the Charch the Low Church, and fome of them 
have been weak enough to fay fo: Which is nothing 
elie bur giving the Charch a very filly Name; and all 
the Meaning of it turns upon this Juggle; they draw 
inva tew of the Clerzy to go with them, and rhen by 
young with the Clergy, pretend to be for the Church. 

ut however, I thall not by any means difcourage their 
Zeal: jet it be as hearty and well grounded, as they 
pleafe. This is what | contend for; let them be fo 
far fevour'd, as to have Opportunities put into their 
Hands (which all honeft Men would long for) to 








. thew this Zeal ; and let their Sincerity be put to the 


Trya!. 

Religinn ever was, amd ever will be, the firft and 
greatcit Intereft of Mankind. It is impoflible for States 
and Societies of Men to fubfift and hold together, with- 
out’ Religion: By which the better half of the Man, 
his ‘Mind, is restify'd and govern'd, and a Body-Poli- 
tick of rational Beings is made to differ from a Herd 
and Drove of Cartc!l. Now Religion implies Unity in 
irs very Name: and the Dejign of it was to take in 
and enforce all other Relations of Life, comprehend- 
ing them together in one Scheme, and adding thereto 
a higher degree of Concord and Affinity, than any thac 
Nuarure, Merali'y, and pure Haman Policy, could difco- 
ver or injdin. te is thetefore a Fundamental in Go- 
vetament, and the unalrerable Interefi of every Society, 
to @ideavour, by all |-gal Methods aiid Means properly 
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narch, upon condition that he would be a Sieve and a 
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fubfervient to that End, at rhe Unity oF Redizi 
among all its Members: And confequently,’ to faporar 
S Difms and Divisins, at leat co prevenr the Gece 
of tiem, is acommon Good, and highly neceffiry to “he 
Peace and Welfare of the Publick. 7 

tere then the Whiz: may difplay their Zeal for 4), 
Church and Religion. How will they relifht and fet For. 
ward this noble Undertaking ? 1 congratulate wir, 
them upon this oection, when they thall be cl}, 
Hypocrites no longer. “Tis true indeed, where C5, 
ruptions have broke in upon a Church, by the Conf). 
fions and Overthrow of the Civil Government ; an 
where Errors have obtain’d a long time, and grown y, 
with a Generation of Men; fo that their Preiudicg 
are roored in their Minds, and become a Part of thei: 
Belief; all gentle Means ought to be us'd for remo. 
ving them: Penalties, in thefe cafes, are pertesy 
Ufclefs, and favour of the birtereft Spirit of Perfeci- 
tion: The Clergy fhould exert themfelyes, with all the;; 
Powers of Perfuafion and Conyittion; the Tends 
fhould be us'd Tenderly, the Obftinate be left withou 
Excufe ; but till the Toleration fhould be kept Sacred 
and Inviolable; which, like the Writing of Divorce 
among the Jers, was not Juft and Reafomble from 
the Beginning, but took Place becaufe of the Hardne/ 
of Men's Hearts, or rather becaufe of the Weskaefs of 
their Conjeiences. But now to argue, that becaufe the 
Schifm of the prefent Generation ought to be Tulerated 
therefore ic muit be Fofter'd too and Encourag’ i, pub- 
lickly Taught and Improv'd, and tranfmitted down to 
another Generation, is mere Chicane, and direétly 
againit the Equity and Intention of the Laws now in 
being. Jn vain would our Seélaries perfuade us, that 
the Publick ought to overlook our prefent Rents and 
Divifions, whilit themfelves omit nothing that may 
promote and preferve Unity, in each of their Separace 
Congregation, Anftances have been given, where they 
have call'd it a Damnable Schijm to go trom one Preacher 
to another, tho’ of the fame Communion. 1 fhall not 
mention how they have behay'd, where they had Power 
ou their fide. There cannot be a greater kindnefs 
fhewn to the Children and Pofterity of our Dijfenters 
than to refcue them fiom thofe Errors and Diftdvan- 
tages, which their Fathers labour under, and which fo 
many of them can give no other Account of, bur the 
Force of Education; whilft not afew would renounce, 
were they reconcild to the Shame of Changing, and 
the Alteration it would make in their Temporal Inte. 
refts. AF they differ abour Jittle indifferent Things 
why fhould their @hidren be bred Enemies to the 
Church's Peace, whith isa Matcer of fach Lmportance ? 
Some of them are fo fenfible of this, chat they volun- 
tarily give way to the Good of their Pofteriry, and 
leave their Miacrs in the Hands of the Church: For 
indeed how can it be calld Education, to train Youth 
up to Deubis and Scrupics ? They can conform them- 
felves upon a particular Occafion and to ferve a Turn: 
If this be not Lawful, why do they Practice it 2 If it 
be ; why fhould not their Children Conform from 
their Infancy, when no Sufpicion of a Temporal View 
can poflibly affect chem: Cr is Hypocrify a ae fic to 
be Enrai’d and made Hereditary ? Away then with all 
the Clamours and Oppofition againft promoting fo 
Neceflary and Pious a Law; the wholfome Cure for 
our Divifions, and confequently for our Dangers too. 
How many Souls are they anfwerable for, who obftiust- 
ed it fo long ? But better Late than Never. 





ADVERTISEMENT. 


Ina few Days will be Publith’d, 
*y* The Second and Third Volumes of the 
EXAMIMER, Printed in a neat Pocker Edition, 
in an Elziver Letter, and on good Paper. 





N: Printed for Jobs Morpher, near Svarioners-Hall. 1714. 
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